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to Prove the Truth of the great Diſpenſation 
of Divine Providence; already begun by 
Prophetic Inſpiration : To wit, The ſudden 
Appearance of the Kingdom of Chriſt upon 


Earth, by the wonderful Effuſion of the e Holy 
Ghoſt, . 


- By F. M. one of the ect of tho call'd ; PROPHETS. 


— 


Cover earneſtly the beſt Gifts: Tet ſhew I unto Don a more TN 
Excellent Wi), 1 Cor. 12. 32. | 
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Pl To which is added, 


An Anfver thereunto, Paragraph by Paragraph; 


4 


TOGETHER WITH 


Some Remarks on the Knowledge of the DEV I L in 


Contingent Futurities, and Natural Philoſophy ; as 2 
in a Sermon, Novemb. 9. 1707- 


By C. Philadelphos. 
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1 ght Way of Trying 


RO HE TS. 


on; 


Ya 8⁰ Ce 


ov are n 10 1 apt, 
'f Spinzt ; but to examine and try the Spirits, iwhether they 
ay of Gol, 5 ry word * 4. 
P | e covet ing, for t 0 
85 the Spirit 1 nay: A alſo not to gn the Holy Spirit. 
| Fore the'Occafion and: Purpoſe. + ſpenſation , as well as the 
PBoidentes and Teffrmonals Fn ought diligently to be 
regarded and exumin d by every — none excepted and that, with 
all lite E by Rer. * Jeriew Meditation, 


. This Paragraph, Ih muſt own, emtainigg in it many 
pa 


"Text of Scripture, 
Sire 


Some Confideentions and Realors x to 


{ for 1 7 Truth: But then 


give me leave to add this Caution, That when you quote Texts of 
Scripture, that you obſerve the genuine Sence of the whole Text, 
and alſo the proper fignification of the Words therein coHiadin d. 
For Prophecying, in many places of the Old and New. Teſtament 
, alſo, ſignifies Preaching, as well as Foretelling things Future. Fall 
propheſie ( ſays St. Paul) and there come in one that believeth not, or 
one unlearned, be is convinced of all, he is judg d of all, 1 Cor. 14. 
ver. 24. So again, ver. 29, 31. and in divers other places, roo long 
here to inſert, the Word Prophecy denotes Preachmg,.. or Teaching. 
This I have propounded becauſe it is the Way many times of a 
Party to impoſe upon men of weaker Underſtanding than them- 
ſelves by verbal Arguments and mifconſtructions of Words and 
Texts, to gain Proſelytes over to their fides. Tis no matter} ſay 
they, upon what Grounds you. believe as we do, fo that you do but 
believe, we can rectifie the original Deluſion when we have firm- 
ly riveted you in our Principles, and you become cloſe inboſom'd 
in our Congregation. This is ſo common a Practice in the Church 
of Rome, that I need to recite no other Inſtance to prove it, they 
being willing to let all their Proſelytes at the firſt believe as they 
-pleaſe, and what they pleaſe ,To\that you make but a fair Declara- 
tion at firſt of your being a True Roman-Catbolic , tho? you. cannot 
believe every point at preſent that the Holy Mother, the Church, 
holds and dictates. This I mention, becauſe you ſeem to be a diffi- 
dent Believer of the Doctrines of this prophetic Sect, becauſe , 
Paragraph '18th; you fay, If vithin a fem Months a full Atteſtation 
of their Commiſtons and Meſſages. be not confirm'd by Miracles, &c. 
They. will own themſelves deluded. What boot is it for them to 
omm a Deluſion, when Demonſtration proves it an . Empoſture? If 
you would take my Advice, turn the Tables on em, and ſher your 
ſelf to have recover d your Senſes and Reaſon, by. deſerting them 
for thoſe few Months, and if thoſe Miracles appear to be really 
| done, then aſſure them you'l- come over to em again. This I 
| think 2 wiſe Man would do; but whether the inward Motions of 
| your Spirit prompts you ſo to do, I cannor tell, but hope the 
beſt: After you have well weighed my Anſwers to your Teftimo- 
febation of the 


\ 


nals, as you call em, or Evidences-of the true Mani 
Holy Spirit, In order to gain which, you y, 


1 
* 
4 0 4 * 
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Fin, Let the Unbeliever examine bimſelf, Whether he bath ſervd 
his Lord, bis God, with all his Heart and Soul, in Spirit and in 
Truth : and lov'd his Neighbour as himſelf: and whethrr be; in earneſt, 


deſires God's ſaving Health unto all People and Nations. In which, if 


De is not in his own  Conſcience- juſtified , ought he nat to .bleſs and 
praiſe bis gracious'God, for extraordinary Warnings to bim, to Repent 
and Amend, that thereby he may be prepared for this Kingdom State; 


Aſs. Here you ſeem to run from one thing to another, from 


pretended Prophecy to Unbelief, unleſs you mean the Unbelievers of 
betic Inſpirations, I can hardly gather the E ang 
Pr 


of: For Infidelity is no diſtinguiſhing Mark of a. falſe Prophet, 
becauſe a falſe Prophet may be a Believer in Chriſt; nay the 
Devils believe and tremble, James 2. 19. Again, Y bat bave we 
to do with thee: Foſus thou Son of God, Mat. 8. 29. So that for you 


to talk of Hyfidelity in general, I look upon it to be a mighty. Inco- 


herence in your . Diſcourſe, and no ways to the purpoſe. But 
come, let us take it your Way, and the Words ſhall be theſe , Let 
tbe Unbeliever of our Prophetic Warnings, Oc. What then? Thoſe 


Qualifications you recite don't at all relate to the gaining a pro- 
phetic Spirit; but are parts of the Duty of every good Chri- 
ſtian to do, and I verily believe is done by moſt immediately be- 
fore receiving the Holy Sacrament. For he that pretends to the Gift 
of the Holy Spirit, muſt enter into another fort of Examination 


within himſelf.. As, Fhether thoſe Emotions be feels in bis Soul be 


Divine or Diabolical, Supernatural or Preternatural from what 
Spring they had their Original; and bow came you at firſt to perceive 
the 


ſe pretended Operations of the Holy Ghoſt working in you : and then to 
examine fully, by ſuch Marks of Diſtinction as the Scripture pre- 


ſcribes, Whether. they are not Ent buſiaſtical Deluſions and Impoſtures ? 
Theſe Queſtions are the proper Subject preparatory to make you a 
| def: Fab let Saul come out from 
amongſt the Prophets, and not talk of Thanking God for bis ex- 


Prophet, if you deſign to be one; i 


traordinary| Warnings , whenas you ſeem rather to endeavour to 
Impelſe on the All-ſeeing Eye of the Almighty, by Tricks and 
Juggles of Religion (for I can call em no better.) And then 


conſider 
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onder ſeriouſly with your lf what an'horrld Nate of wretched - 
Sinfulneſs you have walked in, th but for fem fps. in De- 
fance to God, with a voluntaty deluded Conſcience. You ſay, 
indeed, 4 | e 


Serondhy, However Righteous the Peruſer of theſe Line: may think 
himſelf, let him but look. into the finful , wretched, degenerate State 
of Mankind at this day; and be will probably thereby apprehend the 
' Tufmite Mercy and Goodneſs of God to the World, in ſuch Revola- 
tions and Warnings preparatory, before the Execution of the ſevere 
Judgments ſo. ſuddenly threatned, = R 


Anſi. The degenerate, ſinful ſtate of Mankind has been the 
general Complaint ſeveral hundred Years, and was, in my opi- 
nion, far greater in reſpect of many — Points than now. 
For Worſhipping of Images, Invocation of Saints, c. were not 
only permitted, but, to add to the burthen of iniquity, command- 
ed by Human Laws, But ſuppoſe this Age to be the worſt you 
ever read of, or heard of; it doth not neceſſarily infer, that we 
muſt have Revelations and Warnings preparatory, as if the Day of 
E was at hand; becauſe 16 fa enly threatned, as you ſay. 
For, admitting the day of judgment were near, we have no Pro- 
miſe-of antecedent Revelations and Warnings in the Holy Scripture, 
the only prophetic Writing that can forewarn us of Dangers of 
that Nature. But, pray, how comes your Prophetic Set to 
know. the Day of Judgment will be. in few Months? Our Saviour 
 Tays, Of that Day and that Hour knoweth no Man, 10 not the Angels 
of Heaven, but my Father only, Mat, 24. ver. 36. I confeſs we 
have one Sign of it in this our Age, Vix. Before that Day there 
ſhall ariſe falſe Chrifts, and falſe Prophets, and ſhall fhow great Signs 
aud Wonders, inſomuch that, if it were paſible, they ſhall deceive the 
very Elec, ver. $4. of the ſame chapter. But compare the other 
Signs, Forerunners of the day of Judgment, and that feems not as 
yer to be at hand. Falſe Prophets, and falſe Teachers have been 
in all Ages paſt, and I believe will be to the End of the World. 
But Wo be to. him that ſeduceth the Righteous ont of his Way, and 
Tayeth a Stumbling-block of Offence for the Innocent © 


"The 


| f 5 


WAY 


Te 1 daher and 25 fcb a Di enſation, | 
learn from boly Scripture: To wit, 7,» Calling in Diſs 2 i: 
The uhieſs of the Gentiles : The Preaching of the Goſpel to the Ends 
of the Earth: The Intire San@ifcation of all: The Opening and ful- 
ler Revelation of everal Texts Prophetical and Myſterious, which as yet 
are not generdlly aſſerted to be underſtood ; The fring Chriſtianity, 
now delng d in Vice and Corruption, to its Primitive Purity, and to 
the ſupernatural Gifts and Communications of the Holy Spirit. Nay 
Farther, the Reftoring 5 all things laß, gen, s Fall, from the Bur- 
den of the Curſe (under which whole Mature groans to be deliver d ) 
to their original, pure and paradifical State: All this'is promis'd, and 
will be accompliſh d. But how ? By the Seed of the Woman, which is to 

break the Sees Head : By our Lord Chrift Feſus, our Saviour and 
our Redeemer, by whom the Heavens were created; whois the Alpha 
and Omega; ho wil reconcile. all-things to bimſelf, who will make the 
; Bie and End one, in bis Joyful and Sabbatical ret, where, as 
41 to be reveal'd from FI be will Dh wm bis _ _ : 


in the e Heart of everyone. 


| 1 55 . | cannot but own-with . ou that ſome "I hetic Places 
ture, as.yer, are not fulfilled, viz. Relating 3 the Calling 
2 1. pear 


the Fulneſs of the Gentiles, &c. But how do thels 


thin agree with y our Few Months? You have mention d abundanco 
of Things to be 5581 in ſo little time, that it has = id the Cre- 
dit of your whole Defi I confeſs nothing is. impoſlible to God, 
he may in two Minutes d Influence the whole World, that they may 
become Converts, Reſtore all things to a Paradifical State, as you 
call it, Cc. But no wiſe Man es from the ity of doing a 
Thing that therefore it will be done, He that has conceal'd even from 
his An x the Day of I. udgment, may juſtly be ſuppos d to have 
*d even from themalſo, much more from Man, the Methods 
2 reſtoring all things to a Paradiſical State on Earth : Beſides | 
the Information given us of ſuch certain Futurities was from Men, 
2 Whom all the Chriſtian World own to have been Divineh Iuſpir'd, 
nay. who' proved that =—— by Miracles confeſs d even by their 
Enemies to be true. Now could the Abettors of your Prop betic 


Warnings Bring ſuch an Authority for their Truths, as you cal — 
| 3 ere 


„„ 1451 N 
tteir Doctrines alſo would incline my Belief, as pray Gur Scrip=. 
tural Prophecy's do. But ſince we have Moſes and the "ax" th 
clar'd to be ſufficient to obtain Salvation by, I expect no confuta- 
tion from any one that ſhall riſe from the Dead, you may, you have 
a Few Months allowed you before you are reſolved to be convinced 
of your pernicious Principles. But ſay ou. 
Ve arè likewiſe told, in Sacred Writ, That, before theſe things | 
come to paſs, there ſhall be a Midnight Cry, to make way fort at Bride. 
groom. And why fhould not this now be going forth? May it not likewiſe | 
conſſſt with the infinite Wiſdom, Goodneſs, and Prarogative-Power of 
God, ſeeing that human and ordinary Means of Teaching and Preaci ing 
are ĩneſfectual to theſe great Ends, to ſend forth or raiſe p extraordz;- 
wary Meſſengers, endow'd with ſutable Powers and Graces of bis Holy Si- 
rit, for ſuch Purpoſes * according to that in the Epheſians, the ath 
Chapter, 11th, 12th and 13th Verſes, which ſeems a Promiſe of it; 
at alſoin 1 Cor. 13. 9, 10. Is it not ſaid that, before the Fulneſs of 
all Things, the Holy Spirit, ſhall be pour d out upon all Fleſh ; and that 
all, which pray for this Holy Spirit, ſhall have it; and thereby be taught, 
immediately from the leaſt to the greateſt, to knaw the Lord their God. 
and ſerve him in Spirit and in Truth? And are not ſuch extraordinary 
Things and Meſſengers to forerun, aud prepare the way, for the great and 
Terrible Day of the Lord, againſt the Wicked ? God is true, and cannot 
| lie. Theſe things are promis d and not yet full d: Therefore; why not 
ö mom at the Door? which if ſo, as the Writer e ee 
earned Divines of all ſorts i this Age, have aſſerted; 10 Teacher, 
or Miniſter of any Congregation or People, which bath carefully and 
conſcientiouſly executed his Miniſtration, need or ought to be offended at 
God: Revelation of theſe Glorious Appearances of this Kingdom State 
of Chriſt's Church on Earth: as hath been acknowledg'd, to the. Writey 
of theſe Lines, by ſome Pious and Good Miniſters of the - 


* py + , | 


Church of Eng- 

land. But Wo! Vo to all obſtinate Oppoſers, and rebellious Wicked ! © 

1 For Blood, and Fire, and Smoak is foretold in that .notable Day, to he 

| their Deſolation, who are thus found fighting againſt God. And may 

| met ſuch Offences, perſiſted in, come within the Definition of the Sin 
agaiuſt the Holy Ghoſt; which is not to be forgiven, in this World, or 

| that to come? The following Conſiderations are ſuch, as ſeem to evidence 

| theſe Meſſengers, and their Commiſſions, to be now beginning ; taking it 

| for granted from the Premiſes, ' that ſuch times and ſuch things not being 

fulfiltd, are yet to come to paſs,” N 1 
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Lulu. We ate tald indeed of a Midnight-Cry in the Holy $ 


fo ers 
 Hymane and 


mation of Manners and Religion, requifite before the Great ar 


wherein it is expreſs 
firſt etling of Chriſti: . 12. The End thereof is ſp: 
f4 far the Edifjing of the Body of Chrift, i. e. The whole Body of 
the ( 
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We ate Serip- 
at then? Why, fry yon, may not t hir now Ee fooeh > 


Indeed I find c reaſon for It, unleſs the' Hooting of your Argu- 
mentation prove it the Midnight of Underſtanding : Fof the 


| Scripture tells us of Men whoſe Underſtanding is darkned, and fo 


1 yours ſtems to be, notwithſtanding you pretend to be 
eren Enlightned by the Spirit: For (in my Opinion) 
dinary means are ſufficient to make that Refor- 


of Judgment. And that Extraordinary Meſſengers for that purpoſe, 
endued with ſuitable Powers and Grazes of the Holy Spirit may not be 
Forerunners of the Day of Fudgment. The moſt peculiar mark 


Falſe "Prophets, who: all deceive. many, which is the Mark your 


Sett have taken care ſhall never be wanting in the World; if they 
can Propagate it to Poſterity, let the Day of Judgment be when 
it will. And whereas you refer you ſelf to Epheſ. 4. v. II, 12, 13. 
: 4 that God 2 ſome Apoſtles, ſome E vange- 

lifts, ae ophets, Paſtors, and Teachers, this was done at the 
etling of Chriſtianity, and v. 12. The End thereof is ſpeci- 


riſtian Church, till they grow into a Perfe® Man, 13. Now 


had you but added the Reaſons mention d in the very next verſe, 


That we henceforth be no more Children toſid to and fro by every 


Wind of Do@rine, by the Slight of men, and cunning Craftine(s 
W lie in wait to deceve. y 14. You would hardly — 
made uſe of theſe Texts for Arguments. But with theſe compare 
x Cor. 12. v. 28, 29. So that your Queſtion, hy are not, &c. no 
at the Doors? is eafily Anſiwerd, Becauſe as yet all the true ſigns 
declar d in Scripture neceſſary to forerun the Day of Judgment do 
not yet appear, viz. Calling of the Jews, c. Tho? you contrary 
to the poſitive Letter of the Scripture, as I conceive, pretend to 
determine a fix d day of Judgment; As to theſe confiderations fol- 


lowing, which you -mention to be Evidences of your Prophetic: 


SeQts being Divine Meſſengers and to have Divine Commiſſions, as you 
try to prove from Senſe, Reaſon, and Faith, Grounded on Holy Scrip- 
tures, III” fhow you the weakneſs of ſuch Proofs and Arguments. 


* 
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11 . 
A. Firſt, The Appearances of a ſupernatural Power, inuoluntavily | 
operating on the Organs and Bodys | of Men, Women and Children, 
agreeable with | thoſe mention d in the 3 2d of Job, the 2oth Jere- 
miah, the 39th Pſalm, and elſewhere, are to me an Evidence. 


Anſir. As to thoſe Appearances of a Supernatural Power, Nc. I 
can at preſent ſay very little, ſave only that what I have heard re- 
orted by ſome of your on Set, Nor doth it appear to me 
hat thoſe Emotions Operating in them, are Involuntary, but admit 
they were; are no Evidence of a Divine Commiſſion : For what think 
you of the unclean Spirit in the Goſpel, which poſſeſsd the Per- 
ſon with ſuch Hwoluntary Motions, That be foam d and tore himſelf 
en, nay, threw bimſolf into the Fire, Luke 9, 37. Theſe were 
&ter-natural, but not Super- natural Motions done by an Unclean 
Spirit, and I hope cannot be an Evidence of the Unclean Spi- 
rits Divine Commiſſion. As to the three Places in Scripture, 
u mention, Ii mow you took *em by bear-ſay for your Purpoſe. 
or in Fob. 32 Elibu a Young Man gives Counſel to his Elders, and 
as to Pſal. 39, Tis a whole confideration on the periſhing In- 
conſtant State of Man's Life, indeed he ſays, he would therefore 
tale heedto his ways that he Offended not with bis Tongue, v. 1. He was 
Dumb and kept filence even from Good, v. 2. Which Doctrine I wiſh 
you had Leam'd perfectly, then you had not been ſo forward in 
a miſtaken Zeal to vent Prophetic Dreams of I know not what 
Divine Commiſhons for your Prophets, and Jeremiah 20, 'confiſts 
chiefly in his Complaint, and Curſing the Day 4 bis Birth, which I. 
. charitably bope you will have no Reaſon to do. But what do all theſe 
Chapters figntfie to a Supernatural Power involuntarily Operating, 
&c. You might have Quoted upon better Grounds, all the Pro- 
phets in the whole Bible, as well as David and. Jeremiah, and told 
the world that your Prophets have juſt ſiuchCommiſſions as they had, 
but how you would have made us believe it, I can eaſily Prophecy 
my felf. Again, There are known Cheats and Juglers in the World 
call'd Ventriloqui, or Belly ſpeakers, who by -a_ Craft-to manage 
the Voice, ſeem to ſpeak as F it came out of. the;Belly, Now could 
you but get one of theſe to manage the Religious Trick by your 
Sect ſet up, undoubtedly he would quickly make Voluntary Mo- 
tions ſeem to be Involuntary, which comoyn'd with an Hard m- 
| 5 | | | | muring 


dne Hyſterica) All 


5 | 1 

1 N, th wen e ann enten for a Com- 
; „At bi Dy: Big of. ſyn Gr6 —— 
ws yr Had you read more of : Phytic,: and leſs of Jacob 


1355 ted f fe luntary Motions in Hyſteric Fi Sj 
Children, A y hwoluntar) g in Hyſteric itte, nay, Si 

to perfection, the” in their natural State of Health, de — 
Sing the leaſt. Note, Climb up Walls: like Cats, 


dance of fuch Prod wonderful Ane ( Ib. Villis de Fa- 


atural Agench, but all muſt own to'be'Preter-natural.. So that 
your firſt Evidence, I prefurne, of their Divine Miſſion drawn men 
2 re TR hor 0 ee But ſay . 


ee 4 161393 181 ah v4 


"_ This! is e e * i 1 Fa of: Fact 


be true, and it amounts only to a May-be-Ewidence, which I have 


before demonſtrated from Scriptures, and Experience, the two 


greateft Evidences that can be. brouglit for Conviction, That fuch 
tions may be rather Cheats and Counterfeit involuntary Motions, 
or Præter- natural, rather than the Operations of a Divine Spirit. 
ND idee A.. ATOM. Ei 
Thirdhy, 'The Heider Bubaview 0 6 
Converſation of theſe Perſons, may be un d for 2 vidence. 


Anſw. This can be no Evidence of a Prophetic Spirit, but it 5 | 


be of a Good-Man, as undoubtedly there are amongſt all Sects and 
Profeſſions of Religion, who never pretended 1 to the _—_ of Pro- 
Pheſie. But you farther urge. | * \ 


Fourthly, Their Propbefies agreeing! in all things with thoſe i in "ON 
WY rit, explanatory and more expreſs to the Preſent Time, and not 


mixed with any Errors either of Doctrine, or tending to ill Life. or any 
 Difturbance f fec ecular FI or the N om any Sect or 


Party. 


\ 


Anſir. 


find ſeveral Inſtances of ien, Women,” and 


and do abun· 
ich no ſober Men, can, or will Attribute to a 


on, 1 Live ond ; 


\ 


* mn) = 
1": hſiv. As fur their * uy ſens confetnk;to the Holy Writ, and 
adapted: to the Preſent Times," I cannot find any in their, Writings, 
or Prophetic Warnings, It is true, they frequently. uſe: Scripture 
Phraſes, and: Expreſſions, - but, I would- unwillingly ſay in the 
Scripture-Language,' wreſting them to their own Damnation. And 
that they have un Hrrors in their Doctriuss, is a very bold, and un- 
true aſſertion, unleſs it be meant, They have no 1500 Error, but 
the. whole Bad) f Divinity is one Compleat Grand Error. In 
ſhort, If they could Prophecy with a true Divine Spirit, the 
would have foretold their own. Puniſhments; as our Saviour did 
Chapter. But it's plain they did not, or could; not, which had 
been a very material Evidence, becauſe fo parallel to our Saviour's 
own Actions recited in the Holy - Scriptures, . and after a ſecular 
Authority has puniſh'd them for endeavouring to diſturb the 
Public Peace of Her Majeſties Leige People, you muſt certainly 
be poſſeſs d with the Spirit of Contradiction, to aſſert ſo poſitive- 
Iy things againſt plain Matter of Fact. 


LO ITS rern bine * Fe, a MAI 71 bis, S 1 f od 
| Fiſthh, The Miniftration of the Spirit to others, by laying on 4 
Hands, I think muſt be an Evidence, as in the les ĩt was plea 24 


Ape 
MY ed. ſuch. VE STONED $3; | 8 15! 


i e 20 2699151200 ed n ns lu - n ac 
Anſw. This depending upon Matter of Fact, to prove it, I muſt = 
lay admits of no dire&-Arifiver, but a flat. Denial. If they can 
confer the Gift. of Propheſy by Laying on of Hands, I am ro they 
will Hortly be able to do etionable Miraculous Works, ſuffi- 
«ient to convince the World, and make almoſt all the World 
turn Proſelytes too. However I think it very convenient to ſtay 
the Few Months promiſs d before I become a Convert, as I defired 
1 you juſt now to do likewiſe : Only I cannot forbear giving them 
4 this ſerious Admonition, That they would rightly weigh with 
| themſelves what a ſtrange peice of Blaſphemous Impudence it 
muſt be to aſſume to give the Power of the Holy-Ghoſt by their 
laying on of Hands, when there appears not the leaſt proof of their 
4 being endow'd with the ſame, you may read, Ads 19. v. 175 
That when certain Vagabond Jews, Exorciſts, took upon them 
to caſt out Devils in the Name of the Lord Jeſis, the poſſeſſed of 
1 . | ; - -  eved 
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* oil rig, £ a hole Contaxt u e 00: W 
Prophetic Sett. . 


Sixthh, The Making Pom e an the Joe Wing eee | 


1 them, ts 5 ſome, Evidence. 4 


is This is ſufficiently . beſiire in ihe 2 to your 
Third Pretended Evidence. For were every ſober Good eto you 
that makes perſonal Promiſes, and keeps em ſtrictly a Prophet 
preſently, no doubt but there Not m OY more FOUR then 


there are at preſent, | Fae N a 


1 0 1000 lig 38 


** 


Seventh ly, The diſcovering the Secrets of Buss, 1 vit · 


2 they have bad * as to what happen d in themſelves. 


nſw. This is a moſt admirable Qualification indeed; but ſuch, as 
I can allow no Man on the Face of the Earth to do. For it ſeems 
to me to be a Prærogative of the Almighty: only, who is call'd the 

Searcher of Hearts, and knoweth the | Thoughts of Man. So that 
they ſeem to Inbade the Prærogative of God Almighty, without 


E 


vidences before mentioned-are no ſufficient Ground to prove any 


the firſt Day of the paſt Month at twelve of the Clock or what I 


ſhall think on the Gt day of the next Month, and III believe 


them, nay, will do my endeavour to recommend them to the Go- 
| vernment to be amply rewarded for finding out all ſecret Intregues, 
and defigns of Malicious Plotters, from hom (if you ſay true) 
they cannot Conceal their Thoughts, if theſe Diſcerners of Hearts 
N e once before em, to bring t them toa nece ary Confeſſion. 


E igbtly, Theſe Perſon doing theſs Things aboue the Power of Nature, 


at the above mentĩon d, and be ih. diſmtereftedly. ſuffering extremely 
of t 


for them, as well as the Trath err Doctrines, to which the Scrip- 
tures Wieneſs, 7s Farther Evidench, 125 f n of» which —_— of 


BY, iii. * . 


iving an Evidence OF their Infoird Power: For, its plain all the 


ivine-Commiſſion, of Prophetic Spirit, and thoſe which follow, 
Tas ubt will probe a8 little. Howeber, let us come to Matter of 
bg let but any one of your:Prophets tell me what. I thought on 


24 
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„ ata ect and v 
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Anſi. I cannot admit this ne 3 true, PRIN doth 
not appear they have done any thing above the Power of Nature, 
but from the Teſtimonies of their own SeQ, who ſeem to eſpoufe 
2 Cauſe with zealous ignorance, and then by try try ing to ſupport it, 
according to the Works of the Prince of the Power of the Air, b 
comes with Power, and hing Wonders, and with all deceivableneſs of 
Unrighteouſneſs,” 2 Thelfal. chap. . 2. But when the Supernatural 
Works you talk of do appear to be true Matter of Fact, yowll know | 
more of my Mind, but at preſent your Evidences Teem very weak, 

and unable to make * or __ RAY Peirce. 4 2 Con- 


vert. b +: \ 


Farther, May not the e of. thi Voice remove all Suſi icion 1 
Inpoſture or Dein ſon; for that the Honour and Glory of God, who bath 
declar d himſelf * * , bath not hren known to ſuffer his 15 Jo bs 

fo preſumptuouſſly blaſj \ by amy created Spirit or Being, not ſent by his 
Authority: as to ſay, I am, Febovah.; Jam the Lord thy God,who made 
the Heavens and the Earth, and will oreate all things new; and many 
—_ 7 like 870 e in the, News and * ef God. No In 


pon wy fich Thing, "ciao 
tous, and good ing, 
felffh or ill Ben ae: be Ae cbeg, and with them 2 bes Pr ke 


"Capacities, and Women, and young Children, not en 8 "uy Py” 
[ uch profound Sayings, or _ Impieties... * 


N 


| Anſw. As to the Nitare: of the Vaics; renewing ſpicion "of In- 
| poſture or Deluſion, becauſe: God is a Fealous God, ben not been 
= - known to have ſi 1er d bis Name prefumptuo 81005 emed, tis "a 
more an Argument, than any other vicious bit would be. | 
may fay God would not ſuffer a notorious Swearer to Blaipheme | 
his Name, as too many do now-a-days:; nor a._.Sacrilegious. Fer- 
ſon (which is one of the greateſt Indigniries that can be offer d to 
the Almighty) or an Idolator, to live, for which God is call'd a 
| Jealous God in the ſecond Commandment. Yet J find many thii- 
ving 
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ving Sacrilegys on the World, and whale W of Idola* 


ters, who go unpuniſh'd by the 7mmediate Hand - of God 
page for Reaſons — to ds Almighty Wilden vid. 


5 Egal. Fob. 21. Ferem. 12. Again, you 9 miſtake, 
_ when Tou fay, No Inftance from Hi ;flory Sacred, or perhaps from 


Fropheve 66 Hiftory cam be given of ſuch things done, &c. Pray what 


| PINS of the 1 Kings 23. v. 6. to the 11th. 
Theſe were all bred according to the ſewiſn Conſtitutions, 


Sober Conſcientious Men, yet in the Name of the Lord Pro- 


ecyd Her. The Devil Bimſelf Quoted Scripture to our 
viour, Mat. 3. v. 6. And our Saviour tells you, before the 


end of the id, Falſe Prophets Hall come in bis Name, 


Mark 13. v. 6. and ſhall deceive many, na y ſhall plead it in 


Juſtification at the laſt Day, Ve have Prophefied 3 in ＋ Name, 
caſf out Devils in thy Name, Mat. J. v. 22. Yet Chriſt ſhall 
fay, Depart from me I know you. not. Remember this dreadful 


ny, and be wiſe. 
As to Prop has Hiſtory, the 7 EIN . 


are Proof thee God's Name is frequently uſed to baſe and 


villanous _ and not ſuddenly — by his Almighty 
Power. And ius a Conjurer, mention d by Philoſtrates, 
is {aid to foretell-Domitian's Death, beſides other Inſtances I 


could produce, if not too numerous, to convince you 5 | 


— firſt to remove your conceived Forge): of n 


1400 ſows * their Aim and reaſtning, as others do con- 
tftently, at all other times, according to their natural Capacitys, 
wou'd, with ſober and good Men, teftify againſt Impoſture or De- 
lufion. 4 therefore ſeveral of them ſeeing glorious and ſgni- 


ficant Viſions (in which way God revaabd 8 INE: his "e 


* e this 0 * 5 its ee, 


you of Aba: Ly: by: Prophets, who Impoſed upon 
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Anſv. Their wing Conſiſtent with ene 25 Sl of 
Reaſon, at all times, as well out, as in thoſe Exſtatic Fits, 
argues them to be very Cumning, as to the Management of a 
Religious Impoſtare, and Men fit to be Emiffaries of the 
Church of Reap: who ſeldom imploy Fools on ſuch Errands, 
but ſtill it is no Argument of a Divine Commiſſion. For if = 
All crafty * in any State whatever her Belge wi 60 
the fame, if they had a mind to' cover finiſter Defigns with 
a Religious Cloak. Nov altho” I have a on my 

fide to Brand them with the Charatter o faves, becauf 
the Scriptures foretel us of none but Falſe Fophets, amd De- 
cervers that 177 ariſe in future times, which - a nd to 
be after the Apoſtolic Dy expired}; yet I will notdo 4 
bel theſe Few' Months are expird e, wherein e . 
themſelves deluded to their own Shame and Co ſion, nor 


doth it toni me n you N 


if. 


„ Begin. | 


i 


ſage benot — efted wry co 


from Heaven, amd by 
our Saviour and the Ap 
\ they they will OH themſelves deluded. 2 =p 
nſw. al their publick 8 Apptaly to e 
Deciſion, argue, in my pon v eme (20! 
call it no worfer Nane) if not 1 | Cheſt De» 


gree, eſpecially when ſuch Doctrines by fy gume " Reafon- 
and Scripture can be proved Erroneous. And is tothe Min 


culous Signs and Powers from Heaven, we are ſhortly to have 


[ exerted _ - in order to a fall Converfion, They, when 
*  - they are quickly deeide the Controverfie : But if 


=: -:* * ſhould» * bg what account will you giye for Gone 
1 


1 


Obſtinate Deſerting thoſe Principles of Religion yo you bars 
been Educated: in for Myſterious Praten en and 
Enchufialtic Delufions? But go on, 


Nen 1 Gag as. the Friter. hereof i is no-Proplict; mJ by Grace 
2 a 5 K. and anquirer into theſe 15 great and tremen- 
dous Afarrs », ſo 221 could =; 4 That the World would not only 

| time at hf, & & to 1 5 theſe higb Gifts (or Fre- 
2955 5 Diſfindbions; but farther, for their own aud 
. endeavour to e . 5 


D f any b be therein. 


1 con pugh: ASE Adio odergirn 
Z onto. 2 tremendous . poi ee ve to tell you, 

That *tis the Care of every good Chriſtian to wel ho 
2 loſt Brother in Chriſtianity o by ll means poſſible, if he can. 
You” deſwe ws ta 22525 ie de ve Error, or worſe Defyn, if 
any there. be, therein. *Tis upon this Acconnt, I have wrote - 

this linie Tra with . to every Paragraph diſtinQly, 
and. I hope ſati:fadtorj to convince you, if you will but add 
your o.] ꝭ Prayers to God, That he would open your Heart, 
and the Eyes of your — » to * 71 ſee Tor Error. 
But ſay. vou „— 


ä But if the ae; = R tions camiot "be — f 
 falid and pr 2 Auſiners; which I gion | ſeriouſh, rec to 2 
Thoughts, and Examination of every Candid and Pious Reader : 
Wou'd it not be to the Glory of 6 God, to the Comfort of their 
von Souls, and the good of their Neighbour, to be the Meſſengers 
and Publiſvers. of ſuch. gaod_Tydings. to others, rather than barely 
to lay. them n in their Hearts, 55 any farther Improvement 

of their. Talent? It being certain, that whoſoever glorifies the 

r4 their abs na 2 — 7 e Faith, ſerves. a gracious 
and bountiful: Maſter —_ — and * 2 £ 
er e 5 


wes 6 FR 
[i.26J- .-. 


Aꝛſv. In all ſuch Caſes you ought to appeal to indifferent 


Judges, whom neither P arty, P., artiality, Or Prejudice over - 


ſways. You ſee I have thoroughly examin'd every Paragraph 


as they come under ſeveral Head: 175 Evidences ſeeming to 
Tyds 


confirm the veracity of thoſe Good Tydings, theſe Meſſengers 


in their Divine Commiſſons pretend to. bring us. But be- 


cauſe all that can be ſaid in this Caſe, amounts not to 
a Demonſtration of Matter of Fact (becauſe you ſay, we 


muſt wait a little while, and we ſhall have that too ;) 
yet with me, Reaſons ſo home urged, and built on 


the ſacred Authority of the Holy Scriptures are tantamount 
to the greateſt Demonſtration in the World. I know God 


is a Gracious and Bountiful Mafter, and has promiſed o 
Works ſhall follow us. But it we are put to the Ju- 


ſtification of our Works by the ſacred Scriptures, not 
from myſterious pretended Revelations; I doubt we ſhall 


be diſmiſsd in the Great Day of Examination, with an 


ho hath requir'd theſe Things at thy Hand:? God has 
given us a ſure Guide, the Holy Scriptures. We are-not 
to expect Miracles at every turn, but to try every Spirit 


pretending to Prophefie even by that Touchſtone, and by 


ſuch Rules therein preſcrib'd. So that you ſe that Pro- 
Pheſie it ſelf, though a Gift immediate from God, and one 
would think had no need of any further Tryal than pre- 


ſent Miraculous Operations, yet is ſubjected by command 
_ from God, to be tryed by the Authority of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. But, ſay you, | . 


God Almighty grant, to the great Comfort end Conſols- 


tion of the Soul of every Reader, fuch Spiritual Favours, © 


as be now freely beſtows on his Children. Aud as the Con- 
remplat ion of theſe tranſcendent Bleſſings hath afforded an Zar. 
et of rend and raviſhing - Enjoyments to the Writer hereof , 
fo he fmcerely prays, Come Lord Jeſus, come quickly; and it, 


in Chriſtian Love and Charity; 


: % 5 


Yours, tho unknown. 


* 


121 } 


Ani. I could freely joyn with you in this Prayer, except 
thoſe Spiritual Favours lately beflow'd on His Children. Becauſe 
it no ways appears that thoſe Favours are beftew'd which you 
talk of, or that your Sect are his Peculiar Children. That you 
3 mighty Raviſbing Enjoyments from the Contem- 
2 of thoſe tranſcendent inviſible Bleſing:; I cannot deny, 

ut you may, in your own Fancy, but it looks to me to be 
like the poor Man in a Dream who. was vaſtly rich, and won- 
derfully pleas d with his ſudden Greatneſs, and plenty till an un- 
expected Noiſe awak*d him out of his Sleep, and taught him 
never to believe or rely on the imaginary Pleaſures of a Dream. 

Such Effects, I pray God ſend that this little Treatiſe may work 
in you, and that you no longer may be given over to believe 
ftrong Deluſions, and the crafty Imaginations of. deſigning Men. 


| ſhould have thought the Power of the Devil might have 
Operated amongſt your Set to foretell future events, and cer- 
tain contingences, and thereby ye might work ſuch Works 
as might ſeem Miraculous. For the Devil is without doubt (ſays 
-a late Authour) a better Natural Philoſopher than any Man, 
and ſo may foreſee, and inſpire his — foretell ſeveral E- 
vents o 2 kind. vbich no mortal Man by his omn Vit or Skill could 
have foretold Fag. 21. 8 vo. I ſay, I might have thought ſome, 
* Satanic Influence of the Devil had influenc'd your Prophetic 


Sec Ls foretell ſome things, but that I have no As pr 
the Devil's Skill or Knowledge in Futurities on theſe follow- 


. © _ Conſiderations. 


Tf}, Foreknowledge which attends Propheſie in true Pro- 
phets, is a peculiar Attribute of God in all caſes whatever, 
as well as a more peculiar manner of ſuch Events as depend. 
pon the Working of ſome free Agent. Pag. 16. For if the Devil 
may be faid to Foreknow things, becauſe he is a good natural Fhi- 
loſopher, this is no more than any Man in the World can do 
in many Caſes, I know mixing two Liquors of different na- 
ture will make a Fermentation, without being reputed a Con. 
Jurer I hope. Iko] a. Load - ſtone will attract the ray — 


11 


Steel or Iron, as it were in a long ſtring, which to a Coun: 
try man would ſeem little leſs than Comjuration, if I foretold 
-bim that 1 could make a String of. the. Filings of on. So 
that Fexcuſe the Devil in this Caſe from having influenc'd 
ye, as a ſubtle natural Philoſopher. But, ſays this worthy 
| Author, tho this his underſtanding of natural Phyloſophy, 
and the hidden Cauſes of Things can't be term'd true Prophe- 
tic Knowledge , yet there. may be future Contingencies already 
, foretold 1 ; at dark Prophecies of the Holy, * cer nt _— 5 
not widerſtood by Us, may yet be underſtood by 
if not naturally of graaten Mit, muſt ne. 1 
on, Exp 1 hade attain'd to much greater Skill 
fuck Matters, Future oatingencies} than ny lore bud — 
Pag. 16. 75 which 1 anſwer, 


nſw. That the Devil underſtands little of the "EB 

but only a fem Texts to miſappiy em, as when he-tempted 
our Saviour, Matth.' 3. Perhaps — it ems he has 

an hand Student for ſeveral: —— Ang and — 


| . they muſt bo An, and 
| conſequently know as much as he does. For 


He is 8 miſe and exening Being., an oli Serpent, imo a 


4 | probable Conjefure on, forctel jeveral Contingencies, and 
* bis. Gueſs, Fage 22. 6 
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manacł· mater, foretell certain Futurities, yet this proves him 
neither Viſe nor Cunnizg, much ieſs a Prophet. And to ſay 


5 fe 
te Devil may be rareiy out in bis Gueſs is a Gros Error; For 
in the caſe of Ahab before  mention'd;; he Gueſſed falſe, 


1 Kings. and was out, when he ſaid Ramoth- Gilead ſhould be 


- taken; ſo in Joh, he Gueſsd Job would Curſe God, but was 
out of his Gueſs, and knew no more Job's mind than I do 


of the Great Tur at this time; And I can't allow it to be 
true, tho' in the ſame Page aſſerted, That the Devil does truly 


Foretell ſome things, more than any mortal Man can do, if it be 
2 thing le to be brought within the N of Human 
Underſian me For the Devil: may know what's done at the 
Bottom of the 3 
Things above the Fol ds, where 


m cannot penetrate; all 


Which diſcovers his Ability to give an Actount of things he can 
ſce and Man cannot come at, but do not infetr that he can ru 


foretell things, I mean, ſuch things as Inſpird Prophets di 
of old, not ſuch as depend oh Nt 


loſe that Divine faculty of Fore-knowledge, which probably 


betore the fall his * Nature was endow'd with, Hereup- 


on he is ſty ld the Father of Zyes, a Her from the beginning, 


now lying is ſo inconſiſtent with a Prophetic Spirit to tell 
ſomethings true ſometimes, that nothing can be unlikely, 


that if he knew truth, yet he would not foretell it, becauſe 


ſuch foretelling might produce Good, in ſome perhaps Re- 
pentance, or elſe forewarn men to avoid Miſcheif, neither of 
which Teems to be aprecable to Hi Nature and Buſineſs, 


who goes up and down the Earth ſeeking whom he may Devour, 


as the Scripture ſays. As he is a Prince of the Power of the Air 


He may be permitted to raiſe a violent Storm indeed, and 
may gueſs, tho* not certainly foretell as true, that ſeveral 
Houſes ſhall be blown- down, ſeveral Ships ſunk, or the 
like ; nay, he may be out in his gueſs too, becauſe that 


 Foreknowledge of the Conſequence of his Power is a Prerogative 
. N = only 


Sea, in the burning Mountain Viſuvius, or 


Cauſes, às above fe- 
cited. For it is my Opinion that fince the Devil and his 
Angels fell from Heaven, _ part of his Puniſhment was to 


| 
x 


they will have the defir'd Effect of yours and others 
Converſion, which is the hearty Prayer of 


Thus, you have my Reaſons to obviate yours, and 2 
7 


your Aﬀfeftionate Friend, | 7 
oY 


F. S. Le all beexhorted to examine, whether, if theſe Inſpiva- 
tions be a Voice from God, the one, Holy and Eternal Spirit; 


it may not much rather concern them to bearken thereto, than to 
the Voice of Man. And for a fuller Satisfadion, the Devout 
Chriſtian is referr'd tothe following Treatiſes, viz. The Cry from 


Brag's in Paternoſter-Row. . | 
| London, Decanb, 0 


only of the Almighty who bounds his Power, as he doth that 
of the Sea, ſaying, Thus far Halt Thou go and uo further. 


Hs 


the Deſart, with My. Lacy's Preface , and My. Marion's and My. 
Lacy's ſeveral Warnings, deliver d under the Operation of the Ho- 
5 Spirit, to be had at Benj. 


Paper, calls. The Way. 
pL, the 1 0 


: pr A being 


&veral eminent Citirens in Print e 8 mo to give you an 
Anſives in the like manner meth nar you have 


. bad-the uuhappy-4 ro gan Proſe may, a5 
in me lyes, open t to comm 
* r pen boje! . en by men 


Et 
and got. the aue 2 Club ird 
ety, as. it ſeems ed; boots. 31 ould have | 
was pour you po. wanted more the 25 K a 278 to 


i re at bee | have. 07 of one ace 
: — that too muc bad 2 Crime 
which I in no wiſe object e en you, but ſhould have been 
1 glad to have foun oat you had Diſretion enough 
to keep. your ſelf out of enthuſſaſtic Company, You can- 
1 imagin . much I am concern d 8 ſee. 2 Man of your 
above the common Herd of Mankind to be fo be- 


AK — in wager in new 1 mags of 
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you 
| 25 e = al, to be lle the HE 
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bond Exovciſls Jews abovemention d, without true Title per: + 


haps of Name, or Country, much leſs of that very Religion 


they profeſs. That diſtinQtion, or mark of Religion, under 


which they cover their Defigns is couch'd under the Word 
Proteftant, though to you it is next to an impoſſibility to know 
whether they belong to that very Country, they profeſs to do, 
or deſerve, or deſire to be calld Proteftants, except it be that 
they reſdlve and proteſt to act under the Cloak of Religion 
what ſecret Villanies they can in our Nation. This I have 
ſome Reaſon to believe, becauſe by Permiſſion of the Church 
of Rome in France, (as J have credibly been inform'd) a Church 
_ ndtoriouſly jealous. of every new Set of Religion. They were 
not ſuffer'd to preach up theſe Doctrines there, but had fre? 

iberty to ſcatter their Venom in all Proteſtant Countrys: H 
this be a falſe Suggeſtion, I beg pardon for it, but it is as good 
Proof, I believe, though but hy report of their being Falſe, as 
you have of their being True. Inſpired Prophets. In the next 
Place. can you imagine, (for I don't believe you have aban- 
don d all Senſe, and Reaſon yet) that if theſe were Tue Pro- 
. pbets, that Three only ſhould ariſe before the Day of Judg- 


ment to Convert the whole World, and thoſe out of France too, 


and no other Country? Are you a Profelfor of the reformd 
Religion, as I know you are, and do you conceive that God 
bas ſelected Three Prophets only to convert all Nations imme- 
diately before the great and terrible Day of the Lord? Sure 
you muſt have 2 very mean Opinion of your on Judgment, 
as well as the Proteſtant Religion, to make choice of Foreign 
Apoſiles, unknown perhaps even to themſelves,” to Convert ſo 
Learned and Wiſe a Nation as Ours is; nay, in my Opinien 
inferior to none in the World for Learning, though” for'th 
Politic Wiſdom ſometimes you muſt excuſe it. Now weiph 
theſe | Confiderations together, and then tell me, 'whethex 
a wiſe Man would upon any tolerable Reaſon approve of the 
Original of ſuch a Sect of. Men. In common Affairs of the 
World, you would hardly employ a Plow- man for a State 
man, or entruſt an 'Highway-man' to. be your Caſh-keeper, 
„ if you never faw them before, and knew nothing 
of theit Judgment, or Honeſty, but by their om Relation. 
| | | Much 


__e = 

* ald think you hold rafionally-thid se 

truſt your Conſcience ; nay, your 'etemab'Salvation; tha | | 
higheſt Truſt poflibly can be, to wiknown Guides, and of n- | 
ciples. Wherefore I will give you an exhortation Parallel -t9 , - | 
your own. _ | 


| Let all (as you ſay) be exhorted to examine whether if theſe — 
Inſpirations be a Voice from God, the One Holy and Eternal Spi- | F 
rit, and let this Examination be made not according to the. 0 
Cunning Devices of Men, whereby they lie in wait to deceive, 0 
| but according to the Rules of the Holy Scripture, which is F 
Obeying the Voice of God rather than men, eſpecially ſuch men 
who bring no proof but their own Fords for a Divine Com- 
miſſion. - And for a fuller ſatisfaction, the Devont Chriſtian is ' 
refer d to 1 the Holy Scriptures themſelves, and the Argu- 
ments above mention d drawn from their undoubted Autho- _ 
rity. 2dly, The Works of the Learned Dr. Jeremiah Taylor, 


1168. 


men of undoubted Characters and Integrity of Lives and 
Converſations, who have given us exact Rules to know the 
diſtinguiſhing marks of a true, ſrom a falſe Prophet. Then the 
whole therefore let me Conjüre you by all the Tyes and Obliga- 
tions of a Chriſtian Brother, by thoſe of a good Conſcience, 
and the Holy Vows of your, former Religion, by all the ſa- 
cred Obligations yon 6we to God, and tlis Church wherein 
you were Educated and the hopes of Eternal Salvation, that 
you ſeriouſly weigh, and confider within your ſelf, what a 
tremendous Thing it is, Thus to affront God, and bid open De- 
Hance to the Almighty, by boldly aſſuming to act by ſuch an imme- 
diate Power deriv'd from bim as it's bis ſole Prerogative, if he has 
nat conferr'd that gift of Inſpiration on your Sec (as it's plain he 
has not, or you give the ſacred Scriptures the lie) and then 
tell me for I charge it home to your Conſcience) hat à te- 
rible thing it will be to fall into the hands of an affromted Deity, 
who ſaith, Vengeance is mine and J will repay, and you may 
depend upon it, that he is able to execute his Wrath to 


the 
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